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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 1989 
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SUBJECT: PRESENT STATUS PANAMA'S PROJECTED CONTAINER PORT 
REF: PANAMA A-203, OCT. 29, 1974 

1 . ON OCCASION REGULAR EARLY BUSINESS GATHERING AT PANAMA 
HOTEL MARCH 17, COM COUNSELOR HAD CASUAL ENCOUNTER WITH ING, 
ARNOLDO CANO A., DIRECTOR GENERAL NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY 
(ALSO MEMBER GOP NEGOTIATING TEAM) AND QUERIED HIM RE SUBJECT. 

2. ACCORDING TO CANO. CONTAINER PORT PROJECT SHELVED FOR THE 
TIME BEING. TO COM COUNSELOR'S ADDITIONAL QUERY WHETHER THIS 
HINGED ON OUTCOME CURRENT US-GOP TREATY NEGOTIATIONS, CANO 
NODDED AFFIRMATIVELY. (OUR INFORMATION IS THAT GOP DECISION 
ALSO BASED ON LACK OF FUNDS FROM THE CANADIANS.) 

3. INCIDENTALLY, LOCAL PRESS REPORTED MARCH 20 THAT CANO 
SCHEDULED TO GIVE A TALK AT THE ARTS AND SCIENCE HALL MARCH 24 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF BALBOA AND CRISTOBAL PORTS FOR THE 
REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. EMBASSY WILL REPORT ACCORDINGLY. 
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